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“�Fervent advocates of a bill of rights for Australia 
often justify their case by reference to Australia’s 
international obligations. I have always found 
this argument quite humiliating. It suggests that, 
left to our own devices, the natural instinct for 
freedom that exists in Australia would not assert 
itself and that somehow we need the discipline of 
adherence to international treaties and conventions 
to stay on the democratic straight and narrow.”
Former Prime Minister, John Howard

“‘�Australia [should] be able to make the decision about 
whether we will have a bill of rights directly through  
a plebiscite, and not through mere legislation or 
executive decree.’�
Dr Sue Gordon,  
Head, Northern Territory Emergency Response

“�That Australia is unique in not having a Bill is held 
up by proponents as a defect, even a matter for shame. 
But unless and until Australia’s record in protecting 
rights is manifestly and consistently weaker than in 
other comparable countries, there is no cause for shame. 
Currently we have a robust, complex system of rights 
protection, and an effective separation of powers. We 
should work on improving them, not supplanting them.”
Professor of Law, Helen Irving

“�This volume states the issues both pungently and with 
particular application to Australia and we citizens are 
fortunate indeed to have those issues expressed with 
such clarity and from a great variety of viewpoints.”
Sir Ninian Stephen
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